Neonatal stimulation, maternal behavior, and accelerated maturation in BALB/c mice.
An experiment was conducted to examine the effects of neonatal handling and hypothermia on infant physical maturation and growth and on maternal behavior in BALB/c mice. Stringent methodological and statistical controls were employed for experimenter bias and litter effects. No evidence appeared to support claims that neonatal stimulation leads to accelerated physical maturation. Alterations in maternal behavior patterns were found only immediately following hypothermia of pups. Maternal behavior did not correlate highly with offspring maturational rates, but maternal weight and age and pup birth weight were highly predictive of infant physical maturation.